THE AMERICAN NOVEL

the rapid rise of the fashion of local color which may be
thought of as initiated by Bret Hartc's .story The Luck of
Roaring Camp in 1868, and which for same thirty yearn gave
a dominant type to imaginative writing in the United States,
The war had stirred the surface of various provincialisms
which now discovered themselves and one another. Many
writers set out, apparently, to furnish the country with an
ordnance survey of all its riches of local custom. In the North,
where the idea of the Great American Novel had been vstrong-
est, a good many writers and readers gave themselves to the
new vogue in a romantic enthusiasm for glorifying the total
national picture; in the South, the prevailing mood was a
passion for displaying the depth and charm of the society
which had received a mortal blow from the war. Neverthe-
less, the episode contributed something to the advance of
realism, Scenes could no longer he imlocalr/ecl; costume and
dialect had to be reported with accuracy; characters and plots
must consequently be fitted, more or less, to the actual cir-
cumstances among which they moved, The ordinary methods
of local color, no less than doctrines of realism imported from
Europe, cleared the way for a critical conflict between romance
and realism* Granted* controversy finally ran, that real per-
sons and events should of course l>e represented, ought they
to be merely everyday persons and events exhibited to the
life or ought they instead to be selected with a view of mak-
ing more of heightened moments and superior men and
women than could be made of commonplace?

Bret Harte, however, and his followers fought no critical
battles. Their victory was too easy. When The Luck of Roar-
ing Camp was published California was the microcosm and
focus of America, Every section was represented there among
the gold-seekers who gave the community its picturesqueness,
Every section of course read Bret Harte with an interest com-
pounded of curiosity about the unknown and delight in the
familiar. The success of the master naturally suggested ami*